The efficacy of neuropsychological symptom inventory in the differential diagnosis of medical, psychiatric, and malingering patients.
The present study was conducted to examine patient responses to the Neuropsychological Symptom Inventory (NSI) and attempted to discriminate among medical, psychiatric, and simulated malingering patients. Results indicated that the NSI was able to significantly discriminate malingered responses from medical and psychiatric patient responses. However, applying a lie scale derived from previous research with the NSI did not allow discrimination between the malingered group and the psychiatric patients. Using the factors of the NSI derived from earlier research offered both greater detection of malingerers and enhanced evaluation of symptom profiles of medical and psychiatric patients. The NSI provides an efficient screen for exaggerated symptoms, as well as an indication of the level of general neuropsychological functioning of the patient when included in a neuropsychological evaluation.